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Political reality: Congress can't save -- or end — abortion 


By LISA MASCARO 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Fight- 
ing for decades over abor- 
tion policy, Congress is 
about to run into the stark 
political limits of its ability to 
save — or end — the Roe v. 
Wade protections. 
President Joe Biden has 
called on Democrats to en- 
shrine the nearly 50-year- 
old Supreme Court ruling 
into law after the disclo- 
sure of a draft opinion that 
would overturn the land- 
mark decision that de- 
clared a constitutional right 
to abortion services. 

But passing bills is easier said 
than done in the narrowly 
split Congress — reflective 
of a deeply divided nation. 
A test vote Wednesday 
in the Senate on a Demo- 
cratic bill to protect access 
to abortions is expected to 
fail, blocked by a Republi- 


can-led filibuster. 

At the same time, Repub- 
licans led by Sen. Mitch 
McConnell face © similar 
political problems trying to 
ban abortions nationwide, 
even if they wrest control 
of the chamber in next fall's 
midterm elections. 

Instead, whatever the Su- 
preme Court decides on 
Roe v. Wade in its final 
opinion this summer almost 
guarantees a new era of 
political fighting in Con- 
gress over abortion policy, 
filibuster rules and the most 
basic rights to health care, 
privacy and protecting the 
unborn. 

“All of us will have to an- 
swer for this vote for the rest 
of our time in public office,” 
said Senate Majority Lead- 
er Chuck Schumer ahead 


of Wednesday's action. 
Continued on next page 
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Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y., speaks to reporters ahead of a procedural vote on Wednesday to essentially 
codify Roe v. Wade, at the Capitol in Washington, Tuesday, May 10, 2022. 


Continued from Front 

In recent years, abortion 
access debates in many 
ways have come to a 
standstill in Congress, a po- 
litical draw, as lawmakers 
faced the limits of trying to 
move public policy beyond 
the historic Roe v. Wade 
court decision. Bills would 
routinely come up for votes 
— to expand or limit abor- 
tion services — only to fall 
along typically party line 
votes or be stripped out of 
broader legislative pack- 
ages. 

But the Supreme Court's 
conservative 6-3 majority, 
solidified during the Trump 
era, has ignited an urgent 
shift to the forefront in Con- 
gress. 

McConnell stunned Wash- 
ington when he said "it's 
possible" to see a national 
abortion ban. 

The Republican leader has 
been a key architect of 
the Supreme Court's solid 
conservative majority, en- 
gineering rapid-fire confir- 
mation of three of Donald 
Trump's nominees in just 
four years and changing 
Senate filibuster rules to 


push past Democratic ob- 
jections. 

In an interview with USA To- 
day, McConnell recently 
said, "If the leaked opinion 
became the final opinion, 
legislative bodies - not 
only at the state level but 
at the federal level - cer- 
tainly could legislate in that 
area." 

But on Tuesday McCon- 
nell acknowledged that if 
Republicans become the 
majority in the Senate they 
stil are unlikely to have 
enough votes to ban abor- 
tion outright. 

"The widespread sentiment 
in my conference is this is- 
sue will be dealt with at 
the state level," McConnell 
said. He said Republicans 
won't have the 60 votes 
needed to overcome a fili- 
buster. 

Likewise, Democrat Brian 
Schatz of Hawaii said for 
the other side, "Il think we 
have to be explicit and tell 
the truth, which is, we don't 
currently have the votes." 
Still, he said hopefully that if 
voters elect more senators 
who favor abortion rights, 
"we will put this into federal 


law." 

Both parties face enormous 
pressure to convince voters 
they are doing all they can 
— the Democrats working 
to preserve abortion ac- 
cess and the Republicans 
to end it — as they race 
toward fall when control of 
Congress is at stake in the 
elections. 

The congressional cam- 
paign committees are 
fundraising off the abortion 
issue, and working furiously 
to energize voters who are 
already primed to engage 
when such a long-running 
and important issue for 
millions of Americans is at 
stake. 

The two Republican sena- 
tors who support abortion 
access, Lisa Murkowski of 
Alaska, who faces her own 
reelection in November, 
and Susan Collins of Maine, 
have proposed a separate 
bill that would counter the 
Supreme Court's action. 
But both senators, who 
voted to confirm most of 
Trump's justices, are ex- 
pected to stick with their 
Republican Party this week 
and block the Democratic 
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bill as too broad. 

At the same time, Demo- 
crats have largely panned 
the Collins-Murkowski — ef- 
fort as insufficient, leaving 
no hopes, for now, of any 
compromise. 

And rank-and-file Republi- 
cans distanced themselves 
from McConnell's _ initial 
remarks, saying an all-out 
national ban on abortions 
is not something they can 
deliver. 

"The reality is is that you 
would never get that 
done here," said Sen. Mike 
Rounds, R-S.D. 

Democrats are  uncon- 
vinced that Republicans, 
who have fought for years 
to deny abortion services, 
would give that fight up 
now and let the states de- 
cide. Democrats believe 
Republicans are "running 
scared," Schumer © said, 
afraid of what they have 
unleashed, with polls show- 
ing most Americans want 
to preserve some access 
to abortion. It was McCo- 
nnell who blocked Barack 
Obama's choice of Mer- 
rick Garland to fill a court 
vacancy at the start of 


the 2016 presidential cam- 
paign, leaving the seat 
open for Trump to fill after 
he won the White House. 
And even though McCon- 
nell insisted Tuesday there 
is "zero" interest among Re- 
publicans to change Sen- 
ate filibuster rules to make 
it easier to pass an abortion 
ban, it was the GOP leader 
who orchestrated the Sen- 
ate rules change to allow 
5l-vote threshold to con- 
firm Supreme Court nomi- 
nees. 

"Republicans have worked 
day in and day out for de- 
cades on end to overturn 
Roe v Wade," said Sen. Pat- 
ty Murray, D-Wash. 

More likely is that both par- 
ties will try to chip away at 
the issue — Republicans 
tightening access to abor- 
tion at the national level, 
while Democrats work to 
shore up the availability of 
medicinal abortions and 
other related services. 
"There are multiple fronts 
we can move on," said Sen. 
Elizabeth Warren, D-Mass. 
In the House, where Dem- 
ocrats have the majority, 
lawmakers approved the 
Women's Health Protection 
Act last year on a largely 
part line vote once the Su- 
preme Court first signaled 
it was considering the issue 
by allowing a Texas law's 
ban on abortions to take 
effect. 

But the bill has languished in 
the Senate, evenly split 50- 
50 with Democratic control 
because of Vice President 
Kamala Harris’ ability to 
cast a tie-braking vote. Un- 
able to mount the 60 votes 
needed to overcome a fili- 
buster, a test vote failed in 
February, with one Demo- 
crat, Sen. Joe Manchin of 
West Virginia, joining Re- 
publicans to block the bill's 
consideration. 

A similar outcome is ex- 
pected Wednesday when 
the Senate tries again to 
pass the legislation, which 
would put the guaranteed 
right to abortion into law. 
It's the first of what Schumer 
promises will be repeated 
efforts to show voters where 
the parties stand. 

"This is no longer just a ab- 
stract exercise: Now we 
know women's rights are 
at stake," Schumer said. 
"So this vote is the first step. 
We are going to keep 
fighting." 


By NOMAAN MERCHANT 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Top 
U.S. intelligence officials 
were questioned Tuesday 
about why they misjudged 
the durability of govern- 
ments in both Afghanistan 
and Ukraine, and whether 
they need to reform how 
intelligence agencies as- 
sess a foreign military's will 
to fight. 

U.S. intelligence believed 
the U.S.-backed Kabul gov- 
ernment would hold out for 
months against the Taliban 
and thought Russian forces 
would overrun Ukraine in 
a few weeks. Both assess- 
ments were wrong. The 
U.S. and Western allies are 
now rushing to aid Ukraine's 
resistance against Russia 
in what has turned into a 
grinding, violent stalemate. 
"What we missed was the 
will to fight of the Ukraini- 
ans...and we also missed 
that in Afghanistan," said 
Sen. Angus King, an inde- 
pendent from Maine, at 
a hearing of the Senate 
Armed Services Commit- 
tee. He added, "l realize will 
to fight is a lot harder to as- 
sess than number of tanks 
or volume of ammunition or 
something. But | hope the 
intelligence community is 
doing some soul-searching 
about how to better get a 
handle on that question." 
President Joe Biden's ad- 
ministration disclosed in 
advance Russian President 
Vladimir Putin's intentions 
to invade Ukraine, a public 
campaign that it says built 
support for crushing sanc- 
tions on the Russian econ- 
omy and military support 
from NATO members. Top 
U.S. officials have gone to 
Kyiv to meet with President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy and 
pledged more military and 
intelligence support. 

Avril Haines, the U.S. direc- 
tor of national intelligence, 
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Director of National Intelligence Avril Haines testifies during a Senate Armed Services hearing to 
examine worldwide threats on Capitol Hill in Washington, Tuesday, May 10, 2022. 


said that "will to fight" and 
"capacity to fight" in tan- 
dem were difficult to pre- 
dict. The National  Intel- 
ligence Council, a group 
of advisers that reviews 
the agencies as a whole, is 
studying the issue, she said. 
"The two of them are issues 
that are, as you indicat- 
ed, quite challenging to 
provide effective analysis 
on," Haines told King. "And 
we're looking at different 
methodologies for doing 
so." 

The U.S. might have done 
more before the invasion 
to assist Zelenskyy had law- 
makers believed Kyiv had 
more of a chance, King 
said. And after predictions 
that the Taliban would be 
held back as long as a 
year after the American 
withdrawal, the coalition- 
backed government "last- 
ed minus-two weeks," King 
noted, a reference to the 
Taliban overrunning Kabul 
before the withdrawal for- 
mally ended. 

The U.S. was forced to ne- 
gotiate with the Taliban to 
evacuate of thousands of 
American citizens and Af- 
ghan allies fighting huge 
crowds to secure space 
on evacuation flights. An 
attack at the Kabul airport 
killed 13 U.S. troops and at 
least 170 Afghan civilians. 
King raised his voice to cut 
off Lt. Gen. Scott Berrier, 
head of the Defense Intel- 
ligence Agency, after Ber- 
rier said he believed the 
intelligence agencies had 
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done "a great job." 
"General, how can you 


possibly say that when we 
were told explicitly, Kyiv 


would fall in three days and 
Ukraine would fall in two 
weeks?" he said. "You're 
telling me that was accu- 
rate intelligence? 

U.S. intelligence believed 
before the war Russia's 
forces were so much larger 
and more powerful than 
Ukraine's that "it wasn't go- 
ing to go very well for a va- 
riety of factors," Berrier said. 
He testified Tuesday that 
"there was never an intel- 
ligence community assess- 
ment that said the Ukraini- 
ans lacked the will to fight." 
That appears to contradict 
his statement from Senate 
testimony in March, when 
Berrier said he "questioned 
their will to fight. That was a 
bad assessment on my part 
because they have fought 
bravely and honorably and 
are doing the right thing."L) 
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Sheriff: Alabama inmate, jailer were prepared for a shootout 


By DYLAN LOVAN and JAY 
REEVES 

Associated Press 
EVANSVILLE, Ind. (AP) — A 
murder suspect and the jail- 
er who helped him escape 
from an Alabama lockup 
were carrying $29,000 in 
cash, four handguns and 
an AR-15 rifle and were 
prepared for a shootout 
when they were captured, 
an Indiana sheriff said Tues- 
day.Authorities caught up 
with the pair on Monday, 
more than a week after the 
breakout and nearly 300 
miles away, and rammed 
their car into a ditch after 
a brief chase. Escaped in- 
mate Casey White, 38, sur- 
rendered, while jail official 
Vicky White, 56, was found 
with a gunshot wound to 
the head and was pro- 
nounced dead at a hospi- 
tal, officials said. 

Authorities believe she shot 
herself, but a coroner will 
make the determination, 
Vanderburgh County Sher- 
iff Dave Wedding said. 

The end of the manhunt left 
authorities trying to piece 
together what happened 
during the 11 days that 
elapsed after Vicky White 
escorted Casey White from 
a Florence, Alabama, jail 
for what she falsely claimed 
was a mental health evalu- 
ation. 


Vandenburgh County Sheriff Dave Wedding holds up a photo of captured Alabama escapee 
Casey White during a press conference at the Vandenburgh County Sheriff's Office in Evansville, 


In., Tuesday, May 10, 2022. 


The inmate and the long- 
divorced Vicky White ap- 
peared to have had a'jail- 
house romance," Alabama 
authorities said last week. 
They were not related. 

As for her role in the es- 
cape, the sheriff said: "He 
was not forcing her. It was 
a mutual relationship." 

At the time of the breakout, 
Casey White was serving a 
75-year prison sentence 
for attempted murder and 
other offenses and was 


awaiting trial on charges 
of stabbing to a woman 
to death during a 2015 
burglary. If convicted, he 
could get the death pen- 
alty. 

Investigators believe the 
pair spent about six days 
holed up at a motel in 
Evansville. Authorities  dis- 
covered wigs intended to 
hide their identities. Wed- 
ding said investigators do 
not believe the two had 
relatives or other contacts 
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in the city of 120,000."They 
thought they'd driven long 
enough. They wanted to 
stop for a while, get their 
bearings straight and then 
figure out the next place to 
travel," the sheriff said. 

Authorities closed in on 
them after the manager of 
a car wash reported that a 
man closely resembling the 
6-foot-9, 260-pound Casey 
White had been recorded 
by a surveillance camera 
getting out of a pickup 


truck. 

Investigators said they lo- 
cated the pickup, then 
learned that the pair may 
have switched to a Cadil- 
lac, which was then spot- 
ted outside a motel nearby. 
When the couple left the 
motel, police chased them 
down, authorities said. 
Casey White told investiga- 
tors after his capture that 
"he was probably going 
to have a shootout at the 
stake of both of them losing 
their lives," the sheriff said. 
The inmate appeared by 
video Tuesday in an Indi- 
ana courtroom, where he 
waived extradition, and 
authorities said he will be 
sent back to Alabama. 

An attorney representing 
White in the murder case, 
Jamy Poss, declined to 
comment. 

Vicky White, assistant di- 
rector of corrections at the 
Lauderdale County jail, 
had put in for retirement 
ahead of the escape, and 
the day of the breakout, 
April 29, was her last day 
of work. A woman who 
worked with her for 16 years 
could barely speak through 
tears Tuesday. 

"| know she did wrong and 
made a terrible mistake, 
but she's still your friend," 
longtime jail employee 
Sherry Sylvester said.) 


New York appeals court dismisses AG suit against Amazon 


New York State Attorney General Letitia James speaks during 
the New York State Democratic Convention in New York, Thurs- 
day, Feb. 17, 2022. 


By HALELUYA HADERO 
Associated Press 

NEW YORK (AP) — An ap- 
peals court in New York dis- 
missed New York Attorney 
General Letitia James' law- 
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suit against Amazon over 
its coronavirus safety proto- 
cols and a former employ- 
ee who led the successful 
union organizing effort on 
Staten Island. 


Besides potentially expos- 
ing workers to the virus at 
two Amazon. facilities in 
New York City, the lawsuit 
filed by James last year 
claimed that Amazon. il- 
legally retaliated against 
workers who spoke up 
about poor safety condi- 
tions in its warehouses. They 
include Chris Smalls, the 
fired Amazon worker who 
now heads the Amazon 
Labor Union, and Derrick 
Palmer, the group's vice 
president of organizing. 

The appellate court said in 
its ruling Tuesday that fed- 
eral labor law preempted 
state labor law, and the 
National Labor Relations 
Board "should serve as the 
forum" for disputes arising 
from conduct that's pro- 
tected or prohibited by 
federal labor law, not the 


states. 

It also said the lawsuit's 
efforts to require the re- 
tailer to comply with New 
York's COVID-19 workplace 
guidelines was dismissed as 
moot because the restric- 
tion in place at the time 
have since been lifted. 

The court also pointed to a 
separate NLRB case over 
another fired employee, 
Gerald Bryson. It said that 
case involves "essentially 
the same allegations of 
retaliation, and the possi- 
bility of inconsistent rulings 
on the same issue poses an 
‘obvious and substantial’ 
‘risk of interference" with 
the NLRB's jurisdiction. 
Palmer, who was given a 
final written warning in the 
early days of the pandem- 
ic, is still employed at Ama- 
zon. 


The court's ruling is a win for 
Amazon, which had sought 
to have the case thrown 
out but its motion to dismiss 
was denied by a trial court 
last year. 

"Throughout the pandemic, 
Amazon has failed to pro- 
vide a safe working envi- 
ronment for New Yorkers, 
putting their health and 
safety at risk," said Morgan 
Rubin, a spokesperson for 
the attorney general, in a 
statement. "As our office re- 
views the decision and our 
options moving forward, 
Attorney General James 
remains committed to pro- 
tecting Amazon workers, 
and all workers, from unfair 
treatment." 

The Seattle-based online 
retailer did not immediate- 
ly respond to a request for 
comment.) 
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Donors fall well short of U. N. target for Syria aid 
g 


By LORNE COOK 
Associated Press 

BRUSSELS (AP) — Interna- 
tional donors on Tuesday 
pledged $6.7 billion to help 
Syrians and neighboring 
countries hosting refugees 
but fell well short of a U.N. 
target for assistance to mil- 
lions of people from con- 
flict-torn Syria who rely on 
aid to survive. 

European Union Neighbor- 
hood Commissioner Oliver 
Varhelyi acknowledged 
that the war in Ukraine and 
the fallout from the coro- 
navirus pandemic weighed 
heavily on donors’ econo- 
mies. 

Still, “donors are sending 
now a very strong signal to 
Syria and this region that 
we are ready to do even 
more than before,” he said. 
The United Nations had 
been seeking $10.5 billion 
for 2022. It says that 14.6 mil- 
lion people in Syria rely on 
aid 1.2 million more than 
in 2021 and that over 90% 
of Syrians live in poverty. 
About 3.9 million people in 
Syria go hungry every day. 
It’s the second year in a 
row that pledges have not 
lived up to expectations. 
Last year, the EU, the Unit- 
ed States and other nations 
pledged $6.4 billion, with 


United Nations Special Envoy for Syria Geir O. Pedersen, left, talks with European Union foreign 
policy chief Josep Borrell prior to a meeting, Supporting the future of Syria and the region, at the 
European Council building in Brussels, Tuesday, May 10, 2022. 


the U.N asking for $10 billion 
to meet vital needs. 

Earlier, EU foreign policy 
chief Josep Borrell warned 
that Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine is making the plight 
of poverty-stricken Syrians 
far worse. Borrell said that 
60% of Syria’s population 
“suffer food insecurity, and 
barely know where the 
next meal is going to come 
from.” 


“The Russian war will in- 
crease food and energy 
prices and the situation in 
Syria will become worse,” 
he said. 

Borrell said the 27-nation 
bloc would provide an ad- 
ditional 1 billion euros ($1.1 
billion) for Syria this year, 
bringing the annual total 
to 1.5 billion euros ($1.6 bil- 
lion). He said the EU would 
also provide 1.56 billion eu- 
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ros ($1.65 billion) next year. 
The U.S. pledged over $800 
million. 

Borrell vowed that the EU 
would maintain sanctions 
against Syrian President 
Bashar Assad's government 
and stressed that there can 
be no normalized relations 
until Syrian refugees are 
“safe to go back home.” 
Food prices around the 
world were already rising, 


but the war in Ukraine — a 
major wheat supplier — 
has made things worse. The 
impact is worsening the 
plight of millions of Syrians 
driven from their homes by 
the country’s 11-year war. 
Many rely on international 
aid to survive. 

The war in Ukraine has 
also created a whole new 
group of refugees. Euro- 
pean nations and the USS. 
have rushed to help more 
than 5.5 million Ukrainians 
who have fled to neigh- 
boring countries, as well 
as more than 7 million dis- 
placed within  Ukraine’s 
borders. 

Half of Syria’s pre-war pop- 
ulation of 23 million people 
was displaced by the con- 
flict. 

Aid agencies had hoped 
to draw some of the world’s 
attention back to Syria at 
Tuesday’s conference, 
which was hosted by the 
EU. The funding also goes 
toward aid for the 5.7 mil- 
lion Syrian refugees living in 
neighboring countries, par- 
ticularly Turkey, Lebanon 
and Jordan. 

Non-EU country Norway 
pledged 1.5 billion kroner 
($156 million) for 2022 (as- 
terisk)(asterisk)should _ this 
be 20222) 


Fighters appeal for evacuation of wounded from Mariupol mill 


KYIV, Ukraine (AP) — Fight- 
ers of the Azov Regiment, 
the Ukrainian unit holed up 
in the besieged Azovstal 
steel mill in the devastat- 
ed port city of Mariupol, 
have released photos of 
their wounded comrades 
in arms who they say are 
in the plant, along with an 
appeal to the United Na- 
tions and Red Cross to ar- 
range for their evacuation. 
In a statement accompoa- 
nying the photos posted on 
a Telegram channel titled 
“Azov Mariupol” Tuesday, 
they said the wounded, 
who they noted were no 
longer combatants, were 
living in unsanitary condi- 
tions “with open wounds 
bandaged with non-sterile 
remnants of bandages, 
without the necessary med- 
ication and even food.” 

The statement said that 
“the whole civilized world 


must see the conditions in 
which the wounded, crip- 
pled defenders of Mariupol 
are and act.” 

“We demand the immedi- 
ate evacuation of wound- 
ed servicemen to Ukraini- 
an-controlled territories, 
where they will be assisted 
and provided with proper 
care,” the statement con- 
cluded, noting there were 
several hundred wounded 
fighters in the plant. 

The series of 10 photos 
shows fighters with  se- 
vere injuries, including two 
standing on crutches who 
have had their left legs 
amputated, one with his 
left arm amputated at the 
shoulder and another with 
his right arm amputated 
above the elbow, with the 
stump bandaged. Two oth- 
ers are shown being treat- 
ed by medics, and another 
has an external fixation de- 


vice, which is screwed into 
broken limbs to stabilize 
them, on his right arm. 

It was not possible to inde- 
pendently verify where the 
photos were shot or the 
identities of those depict- 
ed. 

The seaside steel mill is the 
only part of the strategic 
port city that has not been 
taken over by Russian forc- 
es. With a warren of tun- 
nels and bunkers extending 
deep beneath the plant, 
hundreds of civilians had 
taken shelter there from 
the intense bombardment 
of their city. Ukrainian and 
Russian officials had said 
the last remaining women, 
children and the elderly 
were evacuated from the 
plant earlier this week, but 
confusion remained as to 
whether all civilians had 
been evacuated after two 
Ukrainian officials on Tues- 


In this photo provided by Azov Special Forces Regiment of the 
Ukrainian National Guard Press Office, an Azov Special Forces 
Regiment's serviceman, injured during fighting against Russian 
forces, poses for a photographer inside the Azovstal steel plant 
in Mariupol, Ukraine, Tuesday, May 10, 2022. 


day estimated that some 
remained. 

The Azov Regiment has a 
controversial past. It de- 
rives from a group called 
the Azov Battalion, which 
formed in 2014 as one of 
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many volunteer brigades 
in the fight against Rus- 
sia-backed separatists in 
Ukraine’s east. It drew its 
initial fighters from far-right 
circles and elicited criticism 
for its tactics. C] 
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Facebook sued in Kenya over work conditions for moderators 


By RODNEY MUHUMUZA 
and AMANDA SEITZ 
Associated Press 
KAMPALA, Uganda (AP) — 
A man who says he is “de- 
stroyed” after working as 
a content moderator for 
Facebook has filed a law- 
suit accusing the company 
of human trafficking Afri- 
cans to work in an exploit- 
ative and unsafe facility in 
Kenya. 

The case against Meta 
Platforms, the Menlo Park, 
Calif. company that owns 
Facebook, and Sama, a 
San Francisco subcontrac- 
tor, was lodged Tuesday 
with a court in the Kenyan 
capital, Nairobi. 

Daniel Motaung’s petition 
“calls upon Kenya’s courts 
to order Facebook and its 
outsourcing companies 
to end exploitation in its 
Nairobi moderation hub, 
where content moderators 
work in dangerous condi- 
tions,” said a statement by 
Foxglove, a London-based 
legal nonprofit that sup- 
ports Facebook content 
moderators. 

The first video Motaung 
watched as a Facebook 
moderator was a video of 
someone being behead- 
ed, he told reporters during 
a call Tuesday. He stayed 
on the job for roughly six 
months, after relocating 
from South Africa to Nai- 
robi in 2019 for the work. 


1 Hacker Way 


Facebook’s Meta logo sign is seen at the company headquarters in Menlo Park, Calif., on, Oct. 


28, 2021. 


Motaung says he was dis- 
missed after trying to spear- 
head efforts to unionize at 
the facility. 

Motaung said his job was 
traumatizing and he now 
has a fear of death. 

“| had potential,” Motaung 
said. “When | went to Ke- 
nya, | went to Kenya be- 
cause | wanted to change 
my life. | wanted to change 
the life of my family. | came 
out a different person, a 
person who has been de- 
stroyed.” 

Motaung says in his filing 
that once he arrived in Ke- 


nya for that work, he was 
told to sign a non-disclo- 
sure agreement and_ his 
pay was less than prom- 
ised, with one monthly 
paycheck that was 40,000 
Kenyan shillings, or roughly 
$350 U.S. dollars. 

The lawsuit notes that 
Sama targets people from 
poor families across Kenya, 
South Africa, Ethiopia, So- 
malia, Uganda and other 
countries in the region with 
“misleading job ads” that 
fail to disclose that they will 
be working as Facebook 
content moderators or 
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viewing disturbing content 
that expose them to men- 
tal health woes. 

Applicants are recruited 
“through deceit,” said Mer- 
cy Mutemi, who filed the 
petition in court Tuesday 
morning. “We found a lot of 
Africans were forced into 
force labor situations and 
human trafficking. When 
you leave your country for 
a job that you didn’t apply 
for, that amounts to human 
trafficking.” 

Content moderators are 
not given enough medical 
coverage to seek mental 


health treatment, the filing 
alleges. 

The lawsuit also seeks orders 
for Facebook and Sama to 
respect moderators’ right 
to unionize. 

Meta’s office in Nairobi said 
it takes seriously its responsi- 
bility to people who review 
content for the company 
and requires its “partners 
to provide industry-leading 
pay, benefits and support,” 
according to a statement 
issued by the company’s 
spokeswoman. 

“We also encourage con- 
tent reviewers to raise issues 
when they become aware 
of them and regularly con- 
duct independent audits 
to ensure our partners are 
meeting the high standards 
we expect of them,” the 
statement said. 

In 2020, Facebook agreed 
to pay $52 million to US. 
content moderators who 
filled a class action lawsuit 
after they were repeatedly 
exposed to beheadings, 
child and sexual abuse, an- 
imal cruelty, terrorism and 
other disturbing content. 
Sama, which describes it- 
self as an ethical Al com- 
pany, did not immediately 
provide comment. 

Sama’s Nairobi location is 
the largest content moder- 
ation facility in Africa, with 
approximately 240 employ- 
ees working on the effort, 
according to the filing. 


Indonesian sailors seize $82M of cocaine floating off port 
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In this photo released by the Indonesian Navy, navy personnel 
display packages containing 179 kilograms (nearly 400 
pounds) of cocaine worth of 1.2 trillion rupiah ($82.6 million) 
during a media conference at the Western Fleet headquarters 
in Jakarta, Indonesia, Monday, May 9, 2022. 


JAKARTA, Indonesia (AP) — 
Sailors deployed to secure 
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travel during the Eid al-Fitr 
holiday made Indonesia's 


biggest cocaine — seizure 
after finding plastic pack- 
ages of the drugs floating 
at sea, the navy said. 
Indonesia is a major hub 
for drug trafficking in South- 
east Asia and has strict drug 
laws, with convicted smug- 
glers sometimes executed 
by firing squad. 

The four black packages 
containing 179 kilograms 
(nearly 400 pounds) of co- 
caine worth 1.2 trillion ru- 
piah ($82.6 million) were 
found floating near Merak 
port on Java island on Sun- 
day, the navy’s deputy 
chief of staff said at a news 
conference Monday. 
Smuggling drugs by throw- 
ing packages and a buoy 
into the sea is a common 
tactic, Vice Adm. Ahmadi 


Heri Purwono said. Smug- 
glers likely put the drugs in 
the water near a port for 
them to be moved by a 
speedboat and were mon- 
itoring the packages when 
they were seized by the 
navy, he said. 

“This is a spectacular sei- 
zure of cocaine, consider- 
ing its huge value and the 
impact on the people as 
a result of the illicit drugs,” 
Purwono said. No one has 
been arrested, and author- 
ities are. still investigating, 
he said. 

The officers who spotted 
the package were among 
5,000 navy personnel de- 
ployed to secure Eid al-Fitr 
homecomings. Millions of 
Indonesians celebrate the 
holiday at the end of the 


Muslim holy month of Ra- 
madan by traveling to see 
their families across the vast 
archipelago. 

The U.N. drug office says 
Indonesia is a major smug- 
gling hub in part because 


international drug — syn- 
dicates target its young 
population. Indonesia’s 


National Narcotics Agency 
estimates there are 5.6 mil- 
lion drug users in the Coun- 
try of 270 million people. 
Most of the more than 150 
people on _— Indonesia’s 
death row were convicted 
of drug crimes. 

About one-third of them 
are foreigners. Its last exe- 
cutions were in 2016, when 
an Indonesian and three 
foreigners were shot by a 
firing squad.l) 


By ASTRID SUAREZ 
Associated Press 

BOGOTA, Colombia (AP) 
— The Gulf Clan drug car- 
tel shut down dozens of 
towns in northern Colom- 
bia for four days in reaction 
to its leader being extra- 
dited to the U.S. for trial. It 
warned that anyone who 
disobeyed the © stay-at- 
home order risked being 
shot or having their vehicle 
burned. 

Businesses closed, schools 
stayed shut, intercity bus 
service was suspended 
and a professional soccer 
match couldn't be played 
after one of the teams re- 
fused to travel to the game. 
The Gulf Clan's "armed 
stoppage" decree was is- 
sued Thursday in pamphlets 
and What'sApp messages 
following the extradition 
of Dairo Antonio Usuga — 
also known as Otoniel — to 
the United States, where 
he faces drug trafficking 
charges. 

The action appeared to 
be winding down Mon- 
day, according to reports 
from human rights groups 
and the Roman Catholic 
Church, bit oO underlined 
that the cartel is still a ma- 
jor security threat despite 
Otoniel's highly publicized 
arrest last year. 

Analysts said the cartel's 
ability to shut down mul- 
tiple towns highlighted 
shortcomings in the gov- 
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Colombia cartel shuts down towns over leader's extradition 
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In this photo released by the Colombian Presidential Press Office, police escort Dairo Antonio 


Usuga, center, also known as "Otoniel," leader of the violent Clan del Golfo cartel prior to his ex- 
tradition to the U.S., at a military airport in Bogota, Colombia, Wednesday, May 4, 2022. 


ernment's long fight against 
drug trafficking groups. 
"The security strategy of fo- 
cusing on high profile tar- 
gets does not guarantee 
security for civilians," said 
Elizabeth Dickinson, a se- 
nior analyst at the Interna- 
tional Crisis Group. 

Camilo Gonzalez, the presi- 
dent of Colombian think 
tank Indepaz, said: "Drug 
trafficking will not end with 
the capture of Ofoniel. 
When they captured Pablo 
Escobar they said drug traf- 
ficking would be over, and 
today there is more of it 


than back then." 
According to Colombia's 
Ministry of Defense, three 
civilians and three police 
officers were killed during 
the four days of the shut- 
down and more than 180 
cars were burned for ap- 
parently violating the car- 
tel's order, mostly on rural 
highways. 

Even worse numbers were 
reported by the Special 
Jurisdiction for Peace, a 
tribunal created — follow- 
ing the 2016 peace deal 
between the Colombian 
government and the Revo- 


Associated Press 


lutionary Armed Forces of 
Colombia rebel group. 

The tribunal said 24 civilians 
were slain in areas covered 
by the Gulf Clan's stop- 
page, which it said forced 
people to stay home in 138 
municipalities in the north- 
ern provinces of Choco, Su- 
cre, Bolivar, Antioquia and 
Cordoba. 

In Monteria, a provincial 
capital of almost 500,000 
residents, Commerce. shut 
down for four days and 
the local gas company 
stopped delivering cyl 
inders to homes. A soc- 


cer match between local 
team Jaguares and a club 
from Medellin was sus- 
pended Sunday because 
the visitors refused to travel 
to Monteria in fear their bus 
would be attacked by car- 
tel enforcers. 

The Gulf Clan, which also 
calls itself the Gaitanista 
Self Defense Forces of Co- 
lombia, was founded in the 
first decade of this century 
by leaders of paramilitary 
groups that refused to join 
a demobilization agree- 
ment in which other groups 
took part. 

Otoniel, the Gulf Clan's 
most recent leader, had 
long been a fixture on the 
U.S. Drug Enforcement Ad- 
ministration's most-wanted 
list. 

He was first indicted in 2009 
in Manhattan federal court 
on narcotics charges and 
for allegedly assisting a far 
right paramilitary group 
designated as a terrorist or- 
ganization by the U.S. gov- 
ernment. Later indictments 
in Brooklyn and Miami fed- 
eral courts accused him 
of smuggling at least 73 
metric tons of cocaine into 
the United States between 
2003 and 2014. 

Colombian authorities 
have sought to play down 
the cartel's stoppage, say- 
ing they deployed 52,000 
soldiers to ensure the secu- 
rity of civilians in the affect- 
ed areas.L) 


Putin urges stronger action to prevent wildfires 


MOSCOW (AP) — Russian 
President Vladimir Putin 
urged authorities on Tues- 
day to take stronger ac- 
tion to prevent wildfires 
and increase coordination 
between various official 
agencies in dealing with 
them. 

Speaking in a video call 
with federal and regional 
officials, Putin emphasized 
that wildfires that hit Rus- 
sia last year were the big- 
gest in years and asked 
local governors to report 
on measures that were tak- 
en to increase fire safety 
across the country. 

He noted that a series of 
wildfires already spread 
across several regions. 


"We can't allow a repeat of 
the last year's situation," Pu- 
tin said. "We need to com- 
bat fires in a more efficient, 
systemic and consistent 
way.” 

He reaffirmed the impor- 
tance of forests for dealing 
with global warming, not- 
ing that "large-scale wild- 
fires undermine our climate 
protection efforts." 

"This issue is of principal im- 
portance for our country 
and the entire world," he 
said. In recent years, Rus- 
sia has recorded high tem- 
peratures that many scien- 
tists regard as a clear result 
of climate change. The 
hot weather, coupled with 
the neglect of fire safety 


rules, has caused a grow- 
ing number of wildfires that 
authorities say have con- 
sumed more than 17 million 
hectares (42 million acres) 
last year in Russia. 

Russian experts decried a 
2007 decision to disband 
a federal aviation network 
tasked to spot and combat 
fires and turn over its assets 
to regional authorities. The 
much-criticized transfer led 
to the force's rapid decline. 
The government later re- 
versed the move and rees- 
tablished the federal agen- 
cy in charge of monitoring 
forests from the air. How- 
ever, its resources remain 
limited, making it hard to 
survey the massive forests 


In this handout photo taken from video released by Russian 
Emergency Ministry Press Service on Tuesday, May 10, 2022, a 
firefighter works at the scene of a forest fire in Kurgan region, 
Russia. 


of Siberia and the Far East. 
The authorities responded 
to last year's fires by beef- 
ing up monitoring assets 
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and rapid response forces. 
The Kremlin has ordered to 
earmark additional funds 
for combating the blazes.) 
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Law restriction on the use of tobacco products 


ORANJESTAD - The "Na- 
tional Ordinance Restric- 
tion Tobacco Products (AB 
2016 no.41)" will come into 
effect in Aruba from May 2, 
2022. 


This law was passed unani- 
mously in the Parliament of 
Aruba on October 26, 2021. 
This law prohibits the sale, 
use, or work in the immedi- 
ate vicinity where tobacco 
products are for sale. 


IN connection with the 
national prevention plan, 
the Ministry of Health and 
the Department of Public 
Health worked to improve 
the community's quality of 
life and healh. 

This law is an essential part 
of the national prevention 
plan. 

Smoking is not only harmful 


OPEN DAILY 


FROM 9AM - 9PM 


to those who smoke (13% 
of the population), but also 
to persons around these 
smokers (passive smokers). 


Article 2: Smoking ban in 
publicly accessible areas 
or buildings. 

This prohibition applies to 
schools, recreation areas, 
dining rooms with terraces, 
and even at bus stops. It is 
prohibited to smoke on ter- 
races. due to their proxim- 
ity to buildings. 

Article 2 contains some ex- 
ceptions, such as parking 
lots, palapas, the beach, 
or areas without walls and/ 
or roofs, where this smoking 
ban does not apply. 

The enforcement of this 
law is in the hands of the 


Department for Goods 
Inspection and Hygiene 
(DWH), which can_ issue 
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fines for violating this law. 


Section 2A: In the Tobacco 
Act, persons under 21 are 
considered minors. 
Paragraph 1: It is prohibited 
to smoke in a private motor 
vehicle if minors are pres- 
ent. The police will control 
compliance with the law. 
Failure to comply with this 
law runs the risk of a fine. It 
should protect the passive 
smokers per the rights of 
children to protection. 


Paragraph 2: It is prohibited 
for minors to work in loca- 
tions where tobacco prod- 
ucts are for sale. Minors are 
allowed to work in super- 
markets. However, they are 
not allowed to work in the 
designated sections of to- 
bacco products. All shops 
must have a dedicated 
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point of sale for tobacco 
products, as is already the 
case for products contain- 
ing alcohol. he Depart- 
ment for 


The Department of Goods 
Inspection and Hygiene 
(DWH) also enforces this 
law. You will get a fine for 
not complying with the 
law. This article is to prevent 
young people from using 


tobacco products or smok- 
ing at a young age. 


The Aruban community 
can become healthier, but 
this takes responsibility and 
dedication to take bet- 
ter care of ourselves, eat 
healthier, and be more ac- 
tive. Be aware that tobac- 
co products are dangerous 
for your health. We're go- 
ing to make it together. 


Starting the 11th of May there 
will be changes in the prijs for 
petroleum products 


Oranjestad - The Minister 
of Economic Affairs, Com- 
munication and _ Sustain- 
able Development has an- 
nounced that there will be 
changes in the price of pe- 
troleum products starting 
the 11th of May of this year. 


The change in prices of pe- 
troleum products will be as 
follows; Gasoline unlead- 
ed-premium will see a de- 


crease of 2,0 cents, making 
the total price 289,0 cents 
per litre. Diesel LS will see 
an increase of 14,5 cents, 
bringing the total price up 
to 289,0 cents per litre, and 
Kerosin will see an increase 
of 21,8 cents which will 
bring up the total price to 
275,6 cents per litre. 


These prices include BBO, 
BAZV and BAVP. () 


Infini by Chef Urvin Croes 


PALM BEACH — After spearheading The 
Kitchen Table for five years, receiving 
notable recognitions in USA Today, The 
Daily Meal and earning the #1 spot on 
Tripadvisor’s list of Fine Dining Restau- 
rants in the Caribbean, Chef Urvin Croes 
has now moved on to higher heights. In- 
fini, his new chef's table, which opened 
at the Blue Residences in 2020, allows 
the Michelin-trained Aruban culinary 
artist to create gastronomic experienc- 
es unconfined by cultural or regional 
expectations. The former The Kitchen 
Table space has since been renovated 
into a suitable culinary studio to host 
this vision. In describing these changes, 
Croes says: “We opened up the entire 
kitchen and elevated the dining tables 
so guests have a front row stadium-like 
view of each step of the preparations. A 
chef's table concept where diners and 
staff are able to interact throughout the 
evening, channeling through a story 
guided by the menu. 


“It is a flavor that you cannot define, but 
you can create." 

Inspired by umami, one of the five basic 
tastes, and also Japanese for “essence 
of deliciousness”, Chef Croes strived to 
organically produce this palate in each 
dish of the eight-course Chef’s Impres- 
sion. “It is a flavor that you cannot de- 
fine, but you can create. Take our pop- 
ular langoustine for example; we com- 
bined elements that are rarely paired 
together: the bitter, sour and salty flavors 
of the lemon cream, kombucha, green 
grapes, watercress and achiote, fused 
with the sweet and delicate taste of the 
langoustine induce ultimate umami.” 


"Without a great team, there is no great 
chef” 

“There is very little | can do by myself. 
Without a great team, there is no great 
chef”, says Croes, while raving about 
the young professionals sharing his kitch- 
en. All graduates of Aruba’s EPI College 
and familiar faces to the Chef as each 
one has completed their culinary intern- 
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ship under his guidance. In fact, Infini’s 
Chef de Cuisine, Ashwin Maduro, was 
Urvin's very first student, before relocat- 
ing to Amsterdam, where he worked 
at several Michelin-starred restaurants, 
including &moshik (formally &Samhoud 
Places). Having recently returned to 
Aruba, Chef Maduro is thrilled to be re- 
united with his first mentor and hopes 
to secure Aruba's space on the global 
map of unique culinary experiences. 
Similarly, after four years working in the 
two-Michelin starred restaurant Spec- 
trum, Chef de Partie Moises Ramirez 
returned home fo share his vast experi- 
ence in formulating recipes with meticu- 
lous attention to detail and consistency. 
Further down the kitchen line, Chef de 
Partie Alvaro Yi, who has worked at the 
two-Michelin starred FG Restaurant, is alll 
about expressing himself through cook- 
ing and plating to create art that you 
can eat. Mixologist Marc-Anthony Ran- 
nis brings eight years of experience in 
the fine dining industry to Infini. His fine 
craftsmanship is displayed in the un- 
paralleled wine pairings and signature 
cocktails, which include his personally 
homemade syrups, garnishes and fresh 
local ingredients. Maitre D’ and Junior 
Sommelier Jessica Theysen, who previ- 
ously managed renowned Chef Dennis 
Huwaé’s Restaurant Daalder in Amster- 
dam, is a true storyteller. From the mo- 
ment she serves the Salinity welcome 
drink and the culinary tale begins, she 
takes you on an adventure around the 
world to discover never-before-tasted 
combinations. Then, towards the end of 
the night, it is his time to shine — Pastry 
Chef Jean-Claude Werleman, that is. 
After spending the last two years per- 
fecting his recipes in the Pastry Depart- 
ment of the Ritz Carlton Aruba, Wer- 
leman joins Infini to continue exploring 
his passion for experimenting with colors 
and bold flavors. 


"It's time to show that Aruba is a culinary 
destination of its own" 

“The goal is to leave our visitors soeech- 
less. The look on their faces whenever 
they take the first bite says it all and it is 
priceless", shares Croes, with a smile. Re- 
claiming the spot of number one restau- 
rant in the Caribbean is also in sight, but 
this time he will not stop there. “In the 
end, we want Aruba to be recognized 
for its culinary mastery. We have trained 
the best culinary artists right here on 
the iskand and they have proven them- 
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selves internationally in the most renowned kitchens in 
the world. Now it is time to show that Aruba is a culinary 
destination of its own. Who knows where that will take 
us; hopefully to infinity and beyond.” 


Infini located at Blue Residences currently serves an 
eight-course Chef’s Impression to up to 21 guests start- 
ing at 6:30PM. To make reservations visit www. infinia- 
ruba.com or call +297-699-3982.L} 


injini 


Welcome at our table 


| Step inside our meticulously designed Chef's Table restaurant, 
located on scenic Eagle Beach, for o 12-course menu 
prepared in front of your very own eyes. 


Taste sensational dishes mode by the teom led by Chef Urvin 
Croes, where they explore without boundaries and offer a 
dining experience you will never forget. 


Let us take you 
on a culinary 
journey 


Chef Urvin Croes 
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Article by Etnia Nativa 


WhatsApp u: 


Etnia Nativa is close to 


592 2702 and book your Aruban experience! 


Our Beloved Rock 


Etnia Nativa facilitates cultural awareness, education 
and safeguards Aruba’s heritage by elevating each 
reader into an island keeper state of mind. Be encour- 
aged to discover in every episode the true native ef- 
fect, live it, get more reasons to love Aruba behind the 
beaches and liven up your stay in an incredibly won- 
derful way. 


Our island is a tiny tourist destination with a fragile eco- 
system but thousands of years of history but for us “the 
native people” Aruba is our beloved rock or “Nos Ba- 
ranca Stima” in our local language Papiamento. 


Yes, you read that right: this small iskand has thousands 
of years of history since approximately 2,500 or 3,000 
years ago, agro-potters from the Amazon-Orinoco riv- 
er basins began their journey to our region, some by 
land, others by through the rivers and settled along the 
Atlantic coast, gradually entering the open sea per- 
fecting their canoes and thus reaching the Caribbean 
Sea. 


These were agro-pottery, Arawak-speaking rainforest 
hunters and farmers who colonized the northern and 
coastal areas of the South American continent, includ- 
ing almost all the islands of the Caribbean Sea. They 
displaced the former Paleolithic people who presided 
them. During the Paleolithic era, these islands, includ- 
ing Aruba, were covered with vegetation, Prosopis for- 
ests and the coastline had a dense mangrove jungle. 
Aruba was an island that provided abundant hunting 
and fishing possibilities. 


It was these first agro-potter inhabitants who had in- 
troduced an agricultural technique of slash-and-burn 
tropical forests farming. Method known as land clear- 
ing for agricultural purposes, associated with the culti- 
vation of roots and tubers such as cassava, yams, sweet 
potatoes and some varieties of bananas and plantains 
etc. There were also many seeds that could be ground 


into flour for the production of their main 
staple such as arepas, cachapas and 
ayacas, pan bati, funchi etc. 


These Arubans, the descendants of 
tropical forests farmers of South Ameri- 
can who reached our islands, who be- 
came the legendary Caquetio tribe. 


It was the Caquetios who received the 
Spaniards upon their arrival, who by 
then had already constituted an or- 
ganized society that responded to the 
main chief or cacique who lived on Aru- 
ba and the mainland. The story men- 
tions his frequent visits to this part of his 
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territorial influence, (our episode 143). 


The Caquetios had a sociocultural units 
based on kinship and structured ac- 
cording to age and sex, without many 
economic, political or religious reasons 
for the differentiation of social status. So- 
cial controls were based on inheritance 
rights and obligations except in cases 
of military activities that were under the 
temporary leadership of special chiefs. 


Their well of technology and agricul- 
tural surplus productions allowed the vil- 
lages to remain in the same place for 
many years. They were sustained by a 
more adequate and reliable food sup- 
ply, including potatoes beans, peanuts 
tail corn, maize, squash, cassava, veg- 
etables and fruits, as well as the riches 
of the mangrove forests and the Ca- 
ribbean Sea. Our beloved Rock is how 
the Caquetios referred to Aruba in their 
language. If you love Aruba its origins 
and its cultural heritage, be part of the 
exclusive visitors of Etnia Nativa: a cozy 
museum/home.L] 


Etnia Nativa a private residential houses 
collections of native art, archaeological 
artifacts and historic furniture, while the 
facilities themselves are the result of the 
transformation of recycled materials. 


Meet Anthony Croes, our columnist at 
his home! Book your visit Whatsapp + 
297 592 2702- or mail: etnianativa03@ 
gmail.com 
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As gas prices hit record, here's how to get better mileage 


By TOM KRISHER 

AP Auto Writer 

DETROIT (AP) — The dollars- 
and-cents counter on the 
gas pump seems to be 
spinning faster these days 
with U.S. prices hitting an- 
other record high on Tues- 
day. 

The average price for a 
gallon of regular unlead- 
ed hit $4.37, according to 
AAA, 17 cents higher than 
just a week ago. Last year 
at this time it was just $2.97 
per gallon. Crude oil prices 
already were high largely 
because many countries 
are refusing to buy Rus- 
sian oil due to the invasion 
of Ukraine. And now we're 
heading into peak driving 
season and demand is up. 
That means the cost to 
pump 15 gallons into a ve- 
hicle is now a whopping 
$65.55. Four fill-ups per 
month would cost more 
than $260, a big Chunk out 
of just about anyone's bud- 
get. 

With gas prices that high, 
owners may be_ thinking 
about replacing their older 
vehicles with something 
more efficient. But that may 
not be cost effective. The 
global shortage of com- 
puter chips and other parts 
has cut into production of 
new vehicles, driving prices 
up. That sent many people 
into the used car market, 


Gasoline prices are displayed at a gas station in Vernon Hills, Ill. 


also pushing up prices. 

The average used vehicle 
cost $31,218 last month. 
The average new one? 
$45,341, according to Ed- 
munds.com. 

Generally, comparable 
electric vehicles are even 
more expensive than gas- 
oline-fueled ones, though 
charging the battery is typi- 
cally much cheaper. 

All is not necessarily lost. 
There are steps you can 
take to make an old car, 
truck or SUV perform bet- 
ter, go farther and perhaps 
save some money on fuel: 


— Make sure there's enough 
airin the tires. Underinflated 
tires create more rolling 
resistance with the pave- 
ment, thereby reducing 
gas mileage. Inflate your 
tires to the pressure rec- 
ommended on the inside 
of your driver's side door. 
Check them periodically 
with a tire pressure gauge. 
"Typically, your gas mileage 
is going to be impacted by 
about 5% to 10% if you don't 
have proper inflation," said 
David Bennett, manager of 
repair systems for AAA. But 
don't over-inflate. Doing so 


, Friday, April 1, 2022. 
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could cause tires to wear 
out more quickly. 

— Properly maintain your 
vehicle. Follow the manu- 
facturer's recommenda- 
tions for oil and other fluid 
changes and for replacing 
air and other filters. Replac- 
ing spark plugs at the prop- 
er intervals can help, too. 
"The vehicle is going to op- 
erate at its peak efficiency" 
with good maintenance, 
Bennett said. It will cost be- 
tween $235 and $289 for 
new spark plugs on, say, a 
10-year-old Ford F-150 pick- 
up with a 4.é6-liter V8, ac- 


cording to Repairpal.com. 
— Watch your speed. AAA 
says fuel economy peaks 
around 50 miles per hour on 
most vehicles, then drops 
as speed rises. Reducing 
highway speeds by 5 mph 
(8 kilometers per hour) to 10 
mph improves gas mileage 
by up to 14%. 

— Plan your route in ad- 
vance. Try to minimize 
backtracking. Do multiple 
tasks on each trip. Avoid 
rush hours and other peak 
travel times. 

— Don't idle too much. An 
engine burns one-quar- 
ter to a half-gallon (1.9 li- 
ters) of gas per hour when 
idling, but a warm engine 
needs only around 10 sec- 
onds worth of fuel to re- 
start, according to AAA. So 
when safely possible, shut 
your engine off if you'll be 
stopped for more than a 
minute. Many new vehicles 
do this on their own. Ben- 
nett says owners shouldn't 
disable their new_ 'stop- 
start" system. 

— Coast to stop lights. Time 
your travel to keep rolling 
and avoid unnecessary 
stops. Cars consume a lot 
of fuel to get moving from 
a dead stop. 

— Fill up with gasoline des- 
ignated as "Top Tier." Oil 
companies put additives in 
Top Tier gas that cuts car- 
bon deposits. L) 


Sony's profit surges on healthy film, game, music growth 


By YURI KAGEYAMA 

AP Business Writer 

TOKYO (AP) — Sony's fiscal 
fourth quarter surged 67% 
to 111.1 billion yen ($852.7 
million) from the previous 
year, as the Japanese en- 
tertainment and electron- 
ics Company racked up 
profits in video game and 
movie divisions. 
Tokyo-based Sony Corp.'s 
January-March = quarterly 
sales edged up 1% to 2.26 
trillion yen ($17 billion), as its 
music operations also did 
well, boosted by the popu- 
larity of streaming services, 
the company said Tuesday. 
For the full fiscal year ended 
in March, Sony racked up a 
profit of 882 billion yen ($6.8 
billion), down 14% despite 
the success of "Spider-Man: 


No Way Home," which con- 
tributed to theatrical rev- 
enue. 

Sales in its TV division also 
grew from the licensing in- 
come of "Seinfeld" and oth- 
er titles, Sony said. 

Sony CFO Hiroki Totoki told 
reporters income from 
movie theaters was return- 
ing lately to levels record- 
ed prior to the coronavirus 
pandemic, which brought 
on restrictions around the 
world to curb the spread of 
infections. 

By reshaping its product 
lineup, profits improved in 
TVs and digital cameras, 
overcoming supply chal- 
lenges that came from dis- 
ruptions brought on by CO- 
VID-19, Totoki said. But sev- 
eral months may be need- 


ed to get over the new 
supply problems stemming 
from the recent restrictions 
in China, he added. 

The reversal of a previous 
write-down of deferred tax 
assets last fiscal year also 
helped send the latest an- 
nual profit lower due to the 
absence of the tax-reduc- 
tion perk. 

Sales for the fiscal year 
through March 2023 are 
expected to benefit from 
the declining yen that will 
come on top of the expect- 
ed growth in content sales. 
The dollar was trading at 
116 yen, up from nearly 106 
yen the previous year, ac- 
cording to Sony. 

Sales were also boosted 
by Sony's acquisition of 
Crunchyroll, which streams 


A woman walks at the headquarters of Sony Corp. Tuesday, 


May 10, 2022, in Tokyo. 


animation. Sony has also 
recently been banking on 
the metaverse, the immer- 
sive virtual world, where It 
faces rivals like Facebook, 
or Meta. 
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Sony, which also makes TVs 
and portable digital music 
players, expects to post a 
profit of 830 billion yen ($6.4 
billion) for the fiscal year 
through March 2023.0) 
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CROSSWORD 
By THOMAS JOSEPH 


ACROSS 
1 Mixologist 
7 Relaxing 
places 
11 Sigh, say 
12 Sledding 
site 
13 Crystal- 
filled 
stones 
14 Spot 
15 Black- 
mail 


2 Forest taal 
3 Letter 
after pi 
4 Tyler 
Perry 
persana 
5 Trebek 
of “Jeop- 
ardyt" 
6 High 
home 
7 Atter- 19 Popular 
dinner nut 
17 Baby's wine 44 Sus 
call & Popular pended 
20 Unrefined nut 
23 Stretch of 9 The < ris ; 
years atter- 7 mea 
24 Be eco- hen, 2.4. “ fehl 38 Bauxite, 
friendly 10 Cunning i : r e.g. 
26 Peculiarity 16 Take om 40 Com- 
27 Outback place PBMOody ely 


bird 1? Paris ! 
28 Shade subway  30Breakfast 41 Carnival 
choice city 


29 Power 18 “The 
plant part Tempest" 93Setting 42 German 
31 Squid's sprile filler articles 
squirt 
32 More 
mature 
33 Runs tor 
health 
34 Incite 
of Catcher's 
place 
39 Approach- 
ing 
43 Verdi 
piece 
44 Aviator 
Earhart 
45 Diner buy 
46 Common 
greetings 
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35 Proya's 
state 

36 One or 
more 

37 Sandwich 


DOWN 
1 Entreat 


AXYDLBAAXKR 
is LON GREL LOW 
One lever stands for anether. In this sample. A rs uscd 
fur the three L’s. X for the two O's. ete. Single letters. 
apostrophes. the length and formation of the words 
are all Bints. Pach day the code letters are different. 
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— AGOPPFR WEILG 

Yesterday's Cryptuquote: BE MINDEUI. OF 
MELASL-ERING YOURSELF BY HOW MICH YOU 
DO FOR OTHER PEOPLE. ITS NOT YOUR JOB 
TO BEA SAVIOR... -MECCA WOODS 


Earth given 50-50 chance of hitting key 
warming mare by 2026 


- a : . ag 
pe ee ee 
+ SAS 
A man and a boy walk across the almost dried up bed of river 
Yamuna following hot weather in New Delhi, India, Monday, 
May 2, 2022. 


By SETH BORENSTEIN 

AP Science Writer 

The world is creeping closer 
to the warming threshold 
international agreements 
are trying to prevent, with 
nearly a 50-50 chance 
that Earth will temporarily 
hit that temperature mark 
within the next five years, 
teams of meteorologists 
across the globe predict- 
ed. 

With human-made climate 
change continuing, there's 
a 48% chance that the 
globe will reach a yearly 
average of 1.5 degrees 
Celsius (2.7 degrees Fahr- 
enheit) above pre-industri- 
al levels of the late 1800s at 
least once between now 
and 2026, a bright red sig- 
nal in climate change ne- 
gotiations and science, a 
team of 11 different fore- 
cast centers predicted for 
the World Meteorological 
Organization late Monday. 
The odds are inching up 
along with the thermom- 
eter. Last year, the same 
forecasters put the odds 
at closer to 40% and a de- 
cade ago it was only 10%. 
The team, coordinated by 
the United Kingdom's Me- 
teorological Office, in their 
five-year general outlook 
said there is a 93% chance 
that the world will set a re- 
cord for hottest year by the 
end of 2026. They also said 
there's a 93% chance that 
the five years from 2022 to 
2026 will be the hottest on 
record. Forecasters also 
predict the devastating 
fire-prone megadrought in 
the U.S. Southwest will keep 
going. "We're going to see 
continued warming in line 
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with what is expected with 
climate change," said UK 
Met Office senior scientist 
Leon Hermanson, who co- 
ordinated the report. 

These forecasts are big 
picture global and re- 
gional climate predictions 
on a yearly and seasonal 
time scale based on long 
term averages and state 
of the art computer simu- 
lations. They are different 
than increasingly accurate 
weather forecasts that pre- 
dict how hot or wet a cer- 
tain day will be in specific 
places. 

But even if the world hits 
that mark of 1.5 degrees 
above pre-industrial times 
— the globe has already 
warmed about 1.1 degrees 
(2. degrees Fahrenheit) 
since the late 1800s — that's 
not quite the same as the 
global threshold first set by 
international negotiators in 
the 2015 Paris agreement. 
In 2018, a major United Na- 
tions science report pre- 
dicted dramatic and dan- 
gerous effects on people 
and the world if warming 
exceeds 1.5 degrees. 

The global 1.5 degree 
threshold is about the world 
being that warm not for 
one year, but over a 20- or 
30- year time period, sever- 
al scientists said. This is not 
what the report predicts. 
Meteorologists can only 
tell if Earth hits that aver- 
age mark years, maybe a 
decade or two, after it is 
actually reached there be- 
cause it is a long term aver- 
age, Hermanson said. 

"This is a warning of what 
will be just average in a few 
years," said Cornell Univer- 


sity climate scientist Nata- 
lie Mahowald, who wasn't 
part of the forecast teams. 
The prediction makes sense 
given how warm the world 
already is and an addition- 
al tenth of a degree Celsius 
(nearly two-tenths of a de- 
gree Fahrenheit) is expect- 
ed because of human- 
caused climate change in 
the next five years, said cli- 
mate scientist Zeke Hausfa- 
ther of the tech company 
Stripe and Berkeley Earth, 
who wasn't part of the fore- 
cast teams. Add to that 
the likelinood of a strong 
El Nino — the natural pe- 
riodic warming of parts of 
the Pacific that alter world 
weather — which could 
toss another couple tenths 
of a degree on top tempo- 
rarily and the world gets to 
1.5 degrees. 

The world is in the second 
straight year of a La Nina, 
the opposite of El Nino, 
which has a slight global 
cooling effect but isn't 
enough to counter the 
overall warming of heat- 
trapping gases soewed by 
the burning of coal, oil and 
natural gas, scientists said. 
The five-year forecast says 
that La Nina is likely to end 
late this year or in 2023. 
The greenhouse effect 
from fossil fuels is like put- 
ting global temperatures 
on a rising escalator. El 
Nino, La Nina and a hand- 
ful of other natural weather 
variations are like taking 
steps up or down on that 
escalator, scientists said. 
On a regional scale, the 
Arctic will still be warming 
during the winter at rate 
three times more than the 
globe on average. While 
the American Southwest 
and southwestern Europe 
are likely to be drier than 
normal the next five years, 
wetter than normal condi- 
tions are expected for Afri- 
ca's often arid Sahel region, 
northern Europe, northeast 
Brazil and Australia, the re- 
port predicted. 

The global team has been 
making these predictions 
informally for a decade 
and formally for about five 
years, with greater than 
90% accuracy, Hermanson 
said.) 
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EA Sports and FIFA end partnership, 
both eye new video games 


FIFA President Gianni Infantino speaks during an interview con- 
ducted with The Associated Press in Doha, Qatar, March 29, 


2022. 


ZURICH (AP) — Electron- 
ic Arts will stop making 
its hugely successful FIFA 
video game in its current 
name, marking a split in 
one of soccer's most suc- 
cessful and lucrative part- 
nerships after the sides 
failed to strike a new licens- 
ing deal. 

Instead, the California 
company said Tuesday 
that EA Sports FC will be 
introduced from 2023 after 
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it creates the final game in 
partnership with FIFA later 
this year. 

Licensing rights for the 
game earn FIFA about 
$150 million annually — the 
single biggest commercial 
earmer in its expected $7 
billion total revenue from 
2019-2022 — though FIFA 
struck a defiant tone in a 
statement published hours 
after the announcement 
of losing that income. 
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FIFA promised a "number of 
new non-simulation games 
(that) are already under 
production" and will launch 
ahead of the 2022 World 
Cup that kicks off in Qatar 
in November. 

FIFA said it plans to create 
a"new gaming model" and 
cited the recent launch of 
its streaming service FIFA+. 
"| can assure you that the 
only authentic, real game 
that has the FIFA name will 
be the best one available 
for gamers and _ football 
fans," FIFA president Gianni 
Infantino said in the state- 
ment. 

EA has been producing 
a FIFA game for nearly 30 
years and its fond associa- 
tion with tens of millions of 
gamers worldwide helped 
the Zurich-based organi- 
zation's brand when it was 
tarnished amid a wave of 
arrests of soccer officials 
in 2015. For generations 
of young people, FIFA has 
means a video game rath- 
er than a sports institution.) 
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DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


HEALTH 


San Nicolas 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


Oranjestad: 

Paradera Tel. 588 6638 

San Nicolas: 

Centro Medico Tel. 584 5794 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 

Police 100 
Oranjestad 527 3140 
Noord 527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 527 2900 
San Nicolas 584 5000 
Police Tipline 11141 
[Ambulancia 911 

Fire Dept. 115 

Red Cross 582 2219 
TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
\A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 
TRAVEL INFO 

Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 
Jet Blue 588 2244 
Surinam 582 7896 


AID FOUNDATIONS 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Icoholics Anonymous 
el. 736 2952 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


|\Centre for Diabetes 
|Tel. 524 8888 


Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 
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Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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Summer Preview: palsy Edgar- -Jones takes on 'Crawdads' 


By LINDSEY BAHR 

AP Film Writer 

Good things seem to hap- 
pen to Daisy Edgar-Jones 
while she's busy doing 
something else. Her break- 
out role as Marianne in 
the popular Hulu minise- 
ries "Normal People" came 
about while she was on an- 
other production. She read 
the book in between takes 
and filmed her audition on 
set. 

Several years later, she was 
on that same set when she 
found out that she had a 
shot at starring in the big 
screen adaptation of Delia 
Owens' "" Where the Craw- 
dads Sing" (in theaters July 
15). 

"It was so wild to me that 
they were thinking of me 
for it," Edgar-Jones said last 
week from London. "I think | 
was surprised to be in con- 
sideration considering the 
popularity of the book and 
just how important it was." 
"Where the Crawdads Sing" 
is about a girl named Kya 
who grows up alone in the 
marshes of North Carolina 
after her family abandons 
her. The story follows Kya 
from her childhood in the 
1950s to adulthood as she 
navigates romances, os- 
tracization from the towns- 
people — which only inten- 
sifies when one of her suit- 
ors is found dead and she's 
brought to court — and 
finding her own path and 
purpose. 

Written by a debut novel- 
ist, a retired scientist in her 
70s, "Where the Crawdads 
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This image released by Sony Pictures shows Daisy Edgar-Jones in a scene from "Where the Craw- 


dads Sing." 


Sing" became an unlikely 
phenomenon thanks at 
least in part to actor Reese 
Witherspoon, who selected 
it for her book club in 2018. 
Witherspoon and longtime 
film executive — Elizabeth 
Gabler, who has been be- 
hind adaptations from "The 
Devil Wears Prada" to "Hid- 
den Figures," acquired the 
rights to produce a feature 
film for Sony Pictures. Since 
coming out in 2018, "Where 
the Crawdads Sing" has 
sold over 12 million copies 
and spent 150 weeks on 
the best seller list. 
Edgar-Jones read the book 
in a day and was captivat- 
ed. 

"It's a thriller. It's a courtroom 
drama. It's a survival story. 


It's a love story. It's a love 
letter to nature. It's so many 
things," Edgar-Jones said. 
"Something | really took 
away from it is a newfound 
appreciation for the wild 
and how much kindness 
can affect somebody's life. 
Kya is taught to read by 
Tate and that's a real turn- 
ing point in her life, it means 
she's able to make a life for 
herself. In a subtle way, you 
know, it does really sort of 
celebrate education." 

A friend, the same one who 
filmed her "Normal People" 
audition, helped put her on 
tape and sent it in. As the 
story goes, she was offered 
the part the next day. 

"He's my lucky charm," she 
said. "| think | owe my entire 
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career to him." 

She found herself relating 
to the "marsh girl" in unex- 
pected ways. There was 
the loneliness and isolation 
of COVID-19 quarantines, 
but also a newfound ap- 
preciation for her surround- 
ings. 

"We were allowed one dai- 
ly walk and suddenly | was 
introduced to little parks 
and things in my area that 
| just hadn't had time to 
experience,” she said. "The 
story is so much about re- 
connecting with a love of 
nature that | think we often 
kind of take for granted." 
To prepare, she learned 
how to boat and fish and 
even took some drawing 
lessons. But, she laughed, 


she "cannot take any cred- 
it for the beautiful drawings 
in the film." And, of course, 
she worked with a vocal 
coach to transform her 
English accent into Kya's 
southern lilt from age 15 
through 40. 

Before filming started, Ow- 
ens told her not to worry 
and to just do her best. 

"It's a lot of pressure. | want- 
ed to get it right," Edgar- 
Jones said. "She was really 
generous in that way." 

The cast includes both vet- 
erans, like David Strathairn 
as her lawyer, and up-and- 
comers, like Harris Dickinson 
(Chase) and Taylor John 
Smith (Tate). 

Lucy Alibar, the Oscar- 
nominated screenwriter 
of "Beasts of the Southern 
Wild," adapted Ovwens' 
novel and Olivia Newman, 
the director of the festival 
circuit darling "First Match," 
was enlisted to direct. 
"(Olivia's) such a_ sensitive 
director," Edgar-Jones said. 
"She has imbued the story 
with a lyricism and a fairy 
tale quality that's so beauti- 
ful." The "Crawdads' team is 
full of women, too, from the 
producers to the director of 
photography. 

"It was just really, really re- 
freshing to see so many 
women behind the cam- 
era," she said. "| found that 
incredibly inspiring." 
Nothing could have pre- 
pared her for the beauty, 
and chaos, of the New 
Orleans shoot in the late 
spring early summer of 
2021, though. L) 


Warhol's ‘Marilyn’ auction nabs $195M; most for U.S. artist 
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The 1964 painting Shot Sage Blue Marilyn by Andy Warhol is car- 
ried in Christie's showroom in New York City on Sunday, May 8, 
2022. 
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NEW YORK (AP) — Andy 
Warhol's "Shot Sage Blue 
Marilyn" sold for a cool $195 
million on Monday, making 
the iconic portrait of Mari- 
lyn Monroe the most ex- 
pensive work by a USS. artist 
ever sold at auction. 

The 1964 silkscreen image 
shows Monroe in vibrant 
close-up — hair yellow, eye- 
shadow blue and lips red — 
on a rich blue background. 
It's also the most expensive 
piece from the 20th century 
ever auctioned, according 
to Christie's auction house 
in New York, where the sale 
took place. 


The Warhol sale unseated 
the previous record holder 
and another modem mas- 
ter, Jean-Michel Basquiat, 
whose 1982 painting "Unti- 
tled" of a skull-like face sold 
for a record $110.5 million 
at Sotheby's in 2017. 

Christie's said an unnamed 
buyer made the purchase 
Monday night. When the 
auction was announced 
earlier this year, they esti- 
mated it could go for as 
much as $200 million. 

"It's an amazing price," said 
Alex Rotter, chairman. of 
Christie's 20th and 21st cen- 
tury art department. "Let it 


sink in, it's quite something." 
"This is where we wanted to 
be, clearly," said Guillaume 
Cerutti, CEO of Christie's. "It 
proves we are in a very re- 
silient art market." 

The proceeds of the sale will 
go to the Thomas and Doris 
Ammann Foundation Zur- 
ich, which put the painting 
up for auction. The founda- 
tion aims to help children 
with health care and edu- 
cational programs. 

Warhol created more than 
one image of Monroe; this 
particular painting has 
been exhibited in museums 
around the world.l) 
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Column: PGA Championship delivers strongest field for majors 


By DOUG FERGUSON 

AP Golf Writer 

Even if Lanto Griffin was 
thinking only about the 
next shot, his 32 over the fi- 
nal nine holes of the Wells 
Fargo Championship made 
him the last man to qualify 
for the PGA Championship. 
Maybe. 

It's hard to tell with the PGA 
of America, which lacks the 
transparency of the other 
majors but makes amends 
by delivering the strongest 
field every year. 

When the final field was an- 
nounced Monday — one 
of the 156 spots is set aside 
for the winner of the AT&T 
Byron Nelson if he's not al- 
ready eligible — the PGA 
Championship was assured 
of having the top 100 play- 
ers in the world, provided 
they all play. 

Defending champion Phil 
Mickelson is still on the list, 
though that's not breaking 
news. While out of public 
view since he managed 
to offend the PGA Tour 
and the Saudi-funded rival 
league he's been promot- 
ing, there's been no official 
word whether Lefty will be 
at Southern Hills next week. 
More promising are the 
prospects of Tiger Woods, 
the last winner at Southern 
Hills. And still listed some- 
where between "ques- 
tionable" and "doubtful" if 
golf had an injury report is 
Bryson DeChambeau, who 
only last week had stitches 
removed after surgery on 
his left hand. 

No one doubts the PGA 
Championship has the 
strongest field, even with 
three past champions tied 
for last in the world ranking, 
and 20 professionals who 
spend more hours running 
their golf clubs than grind- 
ing on their short games. 
It's how it arrives at its field 
that remains a mystery. 
The goal is to have the 
top 100 in the world. It just 
doesn't say that anywhere 
in the criteria. 

There are places for major 
champions, top _ finishers 
from last year's PGA Cham- 
pionship, PGA Tour winners 
over the last year, recent 
Ryder Cup players still in 
the top 100 and a PGA Tour 
money list from the last 12 
months. 


Lanto Griffin hits from a bunker on the 17th fairway during the first round of play in the Players 
Championship golf tournament, Thursday, March 10, 2022, in Ponte Vedra Beach, Fla. 


And then there are "special 
exemptions." 

One of these days, the PGA 
of America will get around 
to calling it what it is: a cat- 
egory to fill the field with the 
top 100 players in the world 
who aren't already in. 

Kerry Haigh, the chief 
championships officer for 
the PGA of America, tipped 
his hand last year when 99 
of the top 100 — Matthew 
Wolff was missing — played 
at Kiawah Island. 

"It's something we pride 
ourselves on at the PGA 
Championship, that we 
have the strongest field as 
measured by the Official 
World Golf Ranking," Haigh 
said. 

The special exemptions are 
not only about the world 
ranking. Henrik Stenson and 
Zach Johnson received ex- 
emptions, just like current 
Ryder Cup captains before 
them. Billy Horschel was 
among those who received 
an exemption before the 
PGA points list (money list) 
was finalized. 

That takes us back to Grif- 
fin. 

He was 82nd on the PGA 


points list (the top 70 quali- 
fy) and No. 107 in the world 
ranking a week ago. Grif- 
fin was in a five-way tie for 
19th going into the final 
round Sunday and shot 67 
for a three-way tie for sixth. 
That moved him to No. 96 
in the world, and the differ- 
ence of $193,140 put him at 
No. 74 in PGA points. 
According to the final cat- 
egory, the PGA points list 
is used to fill the field. Grif- 
fin was first in line for that, 
while also being among 
the top 100 in the ranking. 
Without that 67, he would 
have been outside of both 
lists. 

Most curious about this 
year's use of "special ex- 
emptions' is the PGA of 
America went well beyond 
the top 100 in the world. 
That was to protect against 
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someone moving into the 
top 100 after this week. 
Added were Daniel van 
Tonder (103) and Justin Har- 
ding (104) of South Africa, 
Ryan Fox (106) of New Zea- 
land, Laurie Canter (107) 
and Sam Horsfield (110) of 
England and Kazuki Higa 
(112) of Japan. All but Har- 
ding and Canter are play- 
ing their respective tours 
this week and would have 
a chance to crack the top 
100. 

Taking them meant passing 
over players beyond 70th 
on the PGA points list — 
Brendan Steele, Beau Hoss- 
ler, Kramer Hickok, Charl 
Schwarizel, Adam Schenk, 
Russell Knox and Scott Stall- 
ings. 

Then again, as PGA Tour 
members they had ample 
opportunity to qualify. 


The surprise was skipping in 
the world ranking Adrian 
Meronk (113) — he would 
have been the first Polish 
player in PGA Champion- 
ship history — and Joel 
Dahmen (114) to offer an 
exemption to Bio Kim, who 
won last week on the Asian 
Tour. 

It was Kim's first win since 
the Korea Golf Association 
suspended him one year 
(down from the. original 
three-year ban) for flipping 
off the crowd after a phone 
camera went off during his 
swing in the final round of a 
tournament he won. 

For those who missed out, 
the ball was always in their 
hands, as it was for Griffin. 
No one ever shows up at 
a major and notices who 
didn't qualify. All the right 
players are there, even if 
some U.S. fans don't know 
much about them. 
Perhaps that's only fitting. 
Go back to the 1970s and 
‘80s, the PGA Champion- 
ship felt like a closed shop 
to. international players. 
Sam Torrance won 14 times 
on the European Tour and 
played in five Ryder Cups 
before his first aopearance 
in the PGA Championship. 
Mark James won 13 times 
and played in four Ryder 
Cups before he got into the 
PGA. 

"No problem with that. It's 
just the way it was," Tor- 
rance said Monday night in 
a text message. 

The PGA Championship a 
decade ago briefly con- 
sidered the notion of being 
played overseas. Now the 
world is coming to the PGA, 
just like the other majors. 
Twenty-five players are 
not PGA Tour members. 
Throw out the club pros 
and Americans comprise 
roughly 46% of the field. 
That's probably how it 
should be, even if the PGA 
Championship doesn't 
make clear how it gets to 
that point.Q] 
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CASINO AND SHOPS 


Every Wednesday | 10am to Midnight 


Earn 25 points and swipe at any kiosk to play. 
Win $20 to $100 in Free Slot Play. 
Play up to five times each Wednesday. 


THE SHOPS 
AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 


Offering a wide variety of Retail & Dining Outlets, 
Salon & Spa Services, Souvenirs and more 


Dunkin Donuts | Baskin Robbins | Fusion Piano & Wine Bar 
Hungry Piranha | Twist of Flavors | Juan Valdez Café 


The Brownstone Ribs & Seafood 
Coming Soon: Auntie Anne's Pretzels 


Albarbra Open daily 10am to 3am | J.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 | 583.5000 | casinoalhambra.com 


Ploy Responsibly. Visit www gomblertononymeus.org if you or someone you know has o gombling problem 


Suns’ Williams voted NBA Coach of the Year after 64 wins 


By DAVID BRANDT 

AP Sports Writer 

PHOENIX (AP) — Monty Wil- 
liams now has the honor 
that his Phoenix Suns play- 
ers have been clamoring 
that he receive for two 
years: NBA's Coach of the 
Year. 

Good luck getting him to 
take credit. 

"I've often said about my 
life that God knocks the 
ball out of the park and | 
get to run the bases," Wil- 
liams said. "Yeah, my name 
goes on the plaque, but 
my name represents a lot 
of names." 

The 50-year-old Williams 
won the award on Monday 
after leading the Suns to 
a franchise-record 64 wins 
during the regular season. 
They were NBA's best team 
by far, finishing with eight 
more wins than any other 
team. 

Williams joins Cotton 
Fitzsimmons (1988-89) and 
Mike D'Antoni (2004-05) as 
coaches who have won 
the award with the Suns. 
The runner-up to New York's 
Tom Thibodeau last season, 
Williams was the runaway 
winner this time. He re- 
ceived 81 of 100 first-place 
votes from a global panel 
of 100 sportswriters and 
broadcasters, finishing with 
458 points. 

Memphis’ Taylor Jenkins 
was second with 17 first- 
place votes and 270 points. 
Miami's Erik Spoelstra and 
Boston's Ime Udoka also re- 
ceived a first-place vote. 
Williams is known. for his 
calming presence on the 
sideline and tight relation- 
ships with players. 

He was brought to Phoe- 
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Phoenix Suns head coach Monty Williams hands off the ball during a break in the action during 


» ‘ 


the first half of Game 2 in the second round of the NBA Western Conference playoff series against 
the Dallas Mavericks, Wednesday, May 4, 2022, in Phoenix. 


nix in 2019 to rebuild a 
franchise that had been 
among the worst in the 
NBA over the previous de- 
cade and quickly deliv- 
ered, especially once 12- 
time All-Star point guard 
Chris Paul signed with the 
Suns in 2020. 

Williams said bonding with 
his players and their families 
has been rewarding. 

"It's probably more impor- 
tant than everything that 


we do, from the X's and O's 
to the drills, to even playing 
games," Williams said. "I've 
probably lost out on jobs 
because people thought 
| was more interested in 
the relationship piece than 
the competition piece. | 
think they both go hand in 
hand." 

Paul and fellow All-Star 
guard Devin Booker both 
posted on social media 
earlier Monday that Wil- 
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liams had won the award, 
even though no. official 
announcement has been 
made. 

Said Booker on_ Twitter: 
"Phoenix Suns coach Mon- 
ty Williams has been vot- 
ed the NBA's COY, book 
tells sources. A formal an- 
nouncement is expected 


later today.” 
Paul added: "WD WS... 
Congrats Coach Mont 


on Coach of the Year!!" 


The WD WS reference is a 
motto for the Suns, which 
means well done is better 
than well said. 

Phoenix won a franchise- 
record 18 consecutive 
games from Oct. 30 to Dec. 
2, including a 16-0 record in 
November. That was tied 
for the second-most wins 
in. a month without a loss in 
NBA history, trailing Atlan- 
ta's 17-0 record in January 
2015. 

Williams led the Suns to 
the NBA Finals last season, 
where they lost to the Mil- 
waukee Bucks in six games. 
They are currently tied 2-2 
with the Dallas Mavericks 
in the Western Conference 
semifinals. 

This is Williams' second head 
coaching job in the NBA. 
He led the New Orleans 
Pelicans for five seasons 
from 2010 to 2015, making 
the playoffs twice, but was 
fired after being swept in 
the first round of the play- 
offs in 2015. 

Paul played for Williams 
during part of his tenure in 
New Orleans. The two re- 
united in the desert and 
have had considerable 
SUCCESS. 

Both are still searching for 
a title, but have learned to 
enjoy the smaller victories 
along the way. 

"We all want to win a cham- 
pionship, and yet there are 
some things we do along 
the way that you can try 
to enjoy to the best of your 
ability," Williams said. "But 
youre still focused on how 
you get there. 

It's these opposing deals at 
times. You want to enjoy 
it, but you're pounding the 
rock.'L) 


